360.33 2nd u:u. LS04
READQUARTERS: 30 AIR DIVISIOR,APO 559,
T0: Commanding Ceneral, Zighth air Force, AFC 234,

Forwarded in coppliance with USSTAF Regulstion 62-1 is a report
covering sn accident invelving 5-17C alrcraft musber 4,3-38719 which occur—ed
1% May 1945.
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offc ¢ of tha Cper;ticas Officer BI~1
APC 553
360.33 ; 26 Y=y 19h5.
SUBSECT: Report of A/C Accident - Ao L3-38719.
TO: Commanding General, lith Combet Besbardwent WinZ (H), APO 559,
Attnt A3

Memorendum £0-1, thare iz transmitted herewith, Form 1L and
paoers Ens sirera?t ageident to B-179 A/C No. 113-38T1? which ocourred 17
uay 1945,

2. Sousadren Oommander taking dlsediolinary action.
For the Croup Carmander1

4 Incls: ; #ﬁ% i
Incl 1 - PF'sg Statement * (guin ~Major, " Corpe,
= Uroup

Incl 2 — OP's Cparations Officer.
Irel 1 = Weather Ofz * (guin
Incl h = 7/C 0's * - (quin
Incl 5 = {TG's " quin
Tnel & = & pets Flotos (guin

E

360.33 18t Imd. E=p=2
SRADAUARTERS, LTH COMBAT BOMB WING (H), APO 559, 28 MAY 1742.

TO: Comsanding General, 34 Air Divisiea, APO 559.

vorwarded ia complience with 3é Alr Divisipe—gsetructioas
Ho. 60=-2, dated 2, Wovember 1944. '

For the Commanding officer;

6 Inels: afe (1 oy w/d)
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. DESCEIFTION OF ACCIENT .

Mire! sarftive of aochless, I%wuw—mmmumm
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2zd Lt Miller, Paul E was in the pilos ‘seat asd 204 Lt .
eo-pl lot seat. Lt Miller was at the controls of tie &C at the tize of whe accideat,
Lt iller was comng in from 4 local farmAtion flight and made a pormal approach and a
normal ssooth landing as cbserved by the tower, The left landing gear collapeed and the
plane swerved %o the left and came to & stop 125 feet to the laft of the runway. Upon

lnspecticn of she retracting screw for the left landinog zear it wag found that the sdrew
lacked 71 turns of being fully extended, This is sxfficient that it should be seen cn a
viguel chekk, The pilos states that the green lizht was oo, This is posa ible 28 there
wiap & ghort found in thls szystem whichk may or may not have resulted from ths mcoident

It is the opinion of the investigating officers that the acidert was 100X due to
peraonsel error and gince the pilot did hsve confirmetion from the engineer that he Bad
checknad the wheels marually, the responeidility for the saoidect sbould be equally shared
by It Aller the pilot and Sat, Stockven, the engineer,
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" ¥ajor, Air Cerps,
Ipvestigeting Officer

MAY 251945 . 5 1
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) : : Offic= of the Opergtions Officer
APO 559

19 My 1945
CETTFISATE

»
ﬁmuﬂ}hﬂat!ﬁum&:ﬂmmﬂhMuﬂmlﬁtMn
ware Tirst to peel off. -A="We l=ft the formation the co-pilot started the
"ear down. After the mear was dowmn and checked visually, <he sxiteh was
mtmn=utmlmdﬂaucizﬂcuﬂ?th¢mﬁnm. It was checkad sitzy and
the liTht was . e made 2 360 and made an eaxy landing. Hy-
draulic pressure wog checlked bafore » After mzking contact we roll-
ed quite 2 way then it felt as 1f we had a2 flat laft tire. As we bedan +o
s morve off the landing strip,; 2n attenpt was made to 7ot direction=
2l comtrol by use of threttles and b 8. We landed at approxim tely §5 WPH
0 oUur speed Wap Sretty well dissaphted when we gtarted to gwing off. The
Tasr m ths left zlde esased uwp into the nacells and we came to = smooth stob.
OUpon stopein® I ordered the crow to Ret out fz=t and I ecut 3ll
and fuel switches. The meain switoh wes cut of f
I cut the batterys mvitchas, Zenerztors, fuel ghmt off, mixture
end maf switches, The chack list was used prior to lmding. It was te
smooth and ‘damsfe wiz done only to #1 and $#7 props, Ll nacells and wing
tip. Also left retractin® screw was shecrad., lo one was shaken up at all.
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EEADJUARTERS
- 447TH BOMBARIMENT GROUZ (EH)
AZ0 559

oS Ney 1945
10

The wocldent which ocourred to slip 719 was due to the
beat of my knowledge to the front left ding gesr crystali-
zing upon combact wWith the Iumvey. .

T checked the tail wheel =nd both mein lunding geer with
hund orenk =nd checked and found light on, on the instrument
. The lunding msde was very amoothe snd we rolled hell way
«long runwey upon which the left meis londing gear begam to re=
tructe The pilot, Lt Miller thought thet the laft tire had
blown. This ceused him to pull buck on throttles F5 snd 74,
however this move 4id not help in holding up the left wing. The
ship begen turning to the left rolllng off the runwey into the
gress. The left Zront lunding gear had Tetracted emough E this
fime to cuuse dgmege to the propellers of engines #1 end and
o the wing tip of the left wing. The ship came to a atend-
atill =nd the pilot immedistely ocut all switches. Then the

erew left the abhip. .
Hortd B Sht=

-’ WORTH B. STCCETON
Sargeant, Alr Corps,
Engineer.
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CERTIFICATE

Jostior ab the timn of sccident to aireraft B-17G A/C Fo. L7-30719,
at 1715 hours, 19 May 1945, was: ﬂaibilit;r 10 miles, 10/10 mid<le clond
buge 10000 fort, surfacs wind TE at 20 gila= sar hour.

Z w Lois

m:;r? TaiTE,
Capt.; Afr Corps
Station Weather Off-eer.
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AATTH 3CMB GRODP (H)
OFFIZE OF FLYING CONTHROL
Stasion 125 = AFQ 559

CoEeAnlulefeleln =Tl

15 May,1945

SUBJEQR: Alrcra?s Accident
™ : Commandine Offlcer, MAT Station 126, APO 5509 U.5.A™Y

Cn 19,May 15945 alreraft $a3«38719 of 705 Bomb 5
was returning from a Navizatlioml Flight,flying #2 position in
2 three sircmit slement. At 1715 hours airoraft 719 "A" landed
on runway Of after solmowledging landing instructions. from the
element leader, Cn laniing ths left main landing gear ecllapaed
c8using the sircraft to swearve to ths laft,coming %o & stoD ome
undred and twenty Iive feet (125)ft. from eodze Of rumwmy 06,

Sgt.E.G.Rabalise ,Airfield controlle# on duty,stated,the
lapding zear was down aa airersfi T1S"A" passed the caravan on
thy fima) aprreach, -

Lt.Hillex Pidot stated that the landins gear wos down
and checked before ths landing,

Crow was uninjured, vislble damage toc sircraft was Fl
ond #2 enzines and left outer wirnz pansl,

17CC hour Heterologloal observatlon, Viasibllity 10 miles,
Cloud base B8,000£%, Wind velocity and diresction 070 Deg at 24 MPH,

WILLIAM 5. EEIEDYX
1st. It., Alr Corpe
Duty Fiying Control Officer
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